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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON AUDIT 
Assembly’s Resolution 

Message from the Assembly received and read requesting concurrence in the following resolution — 

The Legislative Assembly acquaints the Legislative Council that it has agreed to the following 
resolution — 

That the House, noting that the form of Legislative Council Standing Orders are a matter for 
the Legislative Council, agrees to the proposals referred to in Legislative Council Message No. 
2 subject to the following amendments, to which the Legislative Assembly requests the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council. 

No.1 

Delete the words in paragraph 9.2 and insert — 
The Committee consists of the Members of the Legislative Council Standing 
Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations and the Members of the 
Legislative Assembly Public Accounts Committee.  

No.2 

Delete paragraph 9.3. 

Motion to Concur 
HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [12.25 pm] — without notice: I 
move — 

That the Council agree to the amendments contained in Legislative Assembly message 12. 
Suffice to say, this will not actually alter the formal composition of the committee. With the acceptance of this 
motion, this committee will at last be established.  

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.26 pm]: I agree with 
the Leader of the House; I think elephants have had babies in shorter periods than the gestation of the creation of 
this committee! Given the debate that has gone backwards and forwards between both chambers, I think we all 
agree that we are just keen to get this committee up and running and doing the job it is meant to do. The 
opposition will be agreeing with this motion.  

HON KEN TRAVERS (North Metropolitan) [12.26 pm]: I want to make just a couple of comments. The Joint 
Standing Committee on Audit is an august body that I have long been seeking to have established. Never in my 
wildest dreams did I think I would actually end up chairing it, which I suspect I will if we pass this motion! I 
need another job like a hole in the head at the moment, but that is fine; I am happy to do it because it is a very 
important task. It is worth noting the history of this matter. What is being removed here is a clause that 
previously reduced the committee from being the full membership of the Legislative Council Standing 
Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations and the full membership of the Public Accounts Committee. It 
is worth noting that that clause was included as a compromise to try to get it through in the last Parliament, 
because there was paranoia that the opposition might have control of this joint committee. The change in the 
make-up of those two committees means that the non-government parties will not have control of this joint 
committee. I always thought that was a nonsense anyway. The nature of the business of this committee is such 
that I would expect it to take a bipartisan approach. The fundamental and first task of this committee will be to 
review the Auditor General Act, which is long overdue. It is absolutely crucial that we get this through and get 
on with it. It makes us realise that when people try to change committee structures to engineer outcomes, they 
end up coming full circle. Maybe the next time we have a debate like this we can just get on and accept it, 
realising that in this Parliament it might mean this but in the next Parliament it will mean something else. I do 
not think it is a good process to be constantly changing the rules to try to manipulate the outcomes. I note that in 
this house we have been very good and consistent in pretty much recognising the structures of the committees 
and maintaining them throughout various Parliaments. This is more a problem of the Legislative Assembly than 
of the Legislative Council. I make that comment while noting what I believe the Deputy President 
(Hon Adele Farina) may have been referring to when she said that this was a strangely worded motion; that is, 
the words “noting that the form of Legislative Council Standing Orders are a matter for the Legislative Council”. 
Good on you, Legislative Assembly! That is stating the obvious. Hon Liz Behjat should not do it twice in one 
day.  

Of course, our standing orders are for us as the Legislative Assembly’s standing orders are for it. When the Joint 
Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission meets, it operates under the Legislative 
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Assembly standing orders, as is its wont. It is worth noting that in the passage of this legislation. I congratulate 
the Legislative Assembly on being able to state the obvious.  

Question put and passed. 
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